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Good afternoon,
 
On Thursday, October 6, the Natural and Mathematical Sciences Panel of the ASC Curriculum
Committee reviewed the proposals for Astronomy 2140, 2141, 2142, & 2143.  Please find
below the Panel’s feedback for these proposals.  {N.B.  Contingencies (bolded) require
revision and resubmission to the Panel chair, while recommendations (italicized) or comments
are suggestions from the Panel that an instructor can implement at their discretion when the
course is taught.}
 
ASTRONOMY 2140 | Unanimously approved with three (3) contingencies and seven (7)
recommendations
 

CONTINGENCY:  The reviewing faculty ask that the most up-to-date, full and
complete GEN Goals and ELOs — as well as an explanatory paragraph outlining how
the class intends to meet the updated Goals/ELOs for the Origins and Evolution
theme — appear in the course syllabus, per a requirement of General Education
courses.  The committee notes that the syllabus does contain GEN Goals and ELOs for
Origins and Evolutions, however this does not reflect the most recent language
available.  The current GEN Goals and ELOs can be found here on the ASC Curriculum
and Assessment Services website: https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-
gen-goals-and-elos

CONTINGENCY:  The reviewing faculty ask that the most up-to-date, full and
complete GEL Goals and ELOs — as well as an explanatory paragraph outlining how
the class intends to meet these Goals/ELOs for GEL Natural Science-Physical Science
— be added into the course syllabus, per a requirement of General Education
courses.  The GEL Goals and ELOs can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and
Assessment Services website: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-
goals-and-elos

CONTINGENCY:  In the syllabus, please include a course schedule that approximates
what topics the instructor anticipates covering weekly (if not daily, as applicable) so
students have a stronger sense of the pacing of the class material for the term.  This
course schedule should also feature titles, author names, and/or links to downloads
for readings; homework assignments; as well as any important benchmarks. 

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends the unit clarify how prerequisites will work
for students looking to take this course under the GEL; at present, a Natural Science GEN
course is listed as a prerequisite for enrollment.

RECOMMENDATION:  The reviewing faculty kindly note that the syllabus contains
references to the GEC, which is an old curriculum model; they suggest amending any
mentions of this outdated model to instead read New General Education or abbreviated
as GEN as appropriate.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends also providing course-specific learning
outcomes in the syllabus, so it is clear to students how this particular class will provide a
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different experience from other courses within the same GEN theme category.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel suggests clarifying which textbooks are required vs.
recommended.  Which parts of each text will be read/focused on in the course?  Perhaps
consider including, in the syllabus, the full information for book purchases (ISBNs) as well
as the accompanying explanations about textbooks provided in the Themes form.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends including any information about field trips
in the syllabus (e.g., to the planetarium) that are currently discussed only in the Theme
ELO justifications.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends including a grading scale in the syllabus
for student reference.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends that the syllabus feature the most current
Student Life Disability Services (SLDS) statement, available here: 
https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements

 
ASTRONOMY 2141 | Unanimously approved with three (3) contingencies and six (6)
recommendations
 

CONTINGENCY:  The reviewing faculty ask that the most up-to-date, full and
complete GEN Goals and ELOs — as well as an explanatory paragraph outlining how
the class intends to meet the updated Goals/ELOs for the Origins and Evolution
theme — appear in the course syllabus, per a requirement of General Education
courses.  The committee notes that the syllabus does contain GEN Goals and ELOs for
Origins and Evolutions, however this does not reflect the most recent language
available.  The current GEN Goals and ELOs can be found here on the ASC Curriculum
and Assessment Services website: https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-
gen-goals-and-elos

CONTINGENCY:  The reviewing faculty ask that the most up-to-date, full and
complete GEL Goals and ELOs — as well as an explanatory paragraph outlining how
the class intends to meet these Goals/ELOs for GEL Natural Science-Physical Science
— be added into the course syllabus, per a requirement of General Education
courses.  The GEL Goals and ELOs can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and
Assessment Services website: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-
goals-and-elos

CONTINGENCY:  In the syllabus, please include a course schedule that approximates
what topics the instructor anticipates covering weekly (if not daily, as applicable) so
students have a stronger sense of the pacing of the class material for the term.  This
course schedule should also feature titles, author names, and/or links to downloads
for readings; homework assignments; as well as any important benchmarks. 

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends the unit clarify how prerequisites will work
for students looking to take this course under the GEL; at present, a Natural Science GEN
course is listed as a prerequisite for enrollment.

RECOMMENDATION:  The reviewing faculty kindly note that the syllabus contains
references to the GEC, which is an old curriculum model; they suggest amending any
mentions of this outdated model to instead read New General Education or abbreviated
as GEN as appropriate.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends also providing course-specific learning
outcomes in the syllabus, so it is clear to students how this particular class will provide a
different experience from other courses within the same GEN theme category.
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RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel suggests clarifying which textbooks are required vs.
recommended.  Which parts of each text will be read/focused on in the course?  Perhaps
consider including, in the syllabus, the full information for book purchases (ISBNs) as well
as the accompanying explanations about textbooks provided in the Themes form.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends including a grading scale in the syllabus
for student reference.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends that the syllabus feature the most current
Student Life Disability Services (SLDS) statement, available here: 
https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements

 
ASTRONOMY 2142 | Unanimously approved with two (2) contingencies and seven (7)
recommendations
 

CONTINGENCY:  The reviewing faculty ask that the most up-to-date, full and
complete GEL Goals and ELOs — as well as an explanatory paragraph outlining how
the class intends to meet these Goals/ELOs for GEL Natural Science-Physical Science
— appear in the course syllabus, per a requirement of General Education courses. 
The committee notes that the syllabus does contain GEL Goals and ELOs for Natural
Science-Physical Science, however this does not reflect the most recent language
available.  The current GEL Goals and ELOs can be found here on the ASC Curriculum
and Assessment Services website: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-
gel-goals-and-elos

CONTINGENCY:  In the syllabus, please include a course schedule that approximates
what topics the instructor anticipates covering weekly (if not daily, as applicable) so
students have a stronger sense of the pacing of the class material for the term.  This
course schedule should also feature titles, author names, and/or links to downloads
for readings and/or videos; homework assignments; as well as any important
benchmarks. 

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel kindly notes that the GE submission form the
department provided contains the content/responses for a Psychology 4845 course —
and thus strongly recommends revising this material for the course at hand before the
proposal goes under review by the Themes Panel.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends the unit clarify how prerequisites will work
for students looking to take this course under the GEL; at present, a Natural Science GEN
course is listed as a prerequisite for enrollment.

RECOMMENDATION:  The reviewing faculty kindly note that the syllabus contains
references to the GEC, which is an old curriculum model; they suggest amending any
mentions of this outdated model to instead read New General Education or abbreviated
as GEN as appropriate.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends also providing course-specific learning
outcomes in the syllabus, so it is clear to students how this particular class will provide a
different experience from other courses within the same GEN theme category.

RECOMMENDATION:  Are there any in-class materials or requirements students need to
be aware of for the in-class essays?  Any special technology they should have on hand? 
The Panel suggests including this information in the syllabus if applicable.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends including a grading scale in the syllabus
for student reference — as well as more clearly separating out the values of assignments
in a section specifically dedicated to assessment/grading in the course.
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RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends that the syllabus feature the most current
Student Life Disability Services (SLDS) statement, available here: 
https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements

 
ASTRONOMY 2143 | Unanimously approved with three (3) contingencies and six (6)
recommendations
 

CONTINGENCY:  The reviewing faculty ask that the most up-to-date, full and
complete GEN Goals and ELOs — as well as an explanatory paragraph outlining how
the class intends to meet the updated Goals/ELOs for the Origins and Evolution
theme — appear in the course syllabus, per a requirement of General Education
courses.  The committee notes that the syllabus does contain GEN Goals and ELOs for
Origins and Evolutions, however this does not reflect the most recent language
available.  The current GEN Goals and ELOs can be found here on the ASC Curriculum
and Assessment Services website: https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-
gen-goals-and-elos

CONTINGENCY:  The reviewing faculty ask that the most up-to-date, full and
complete GEL Goals and ELOs — as well as an explanatory paragraph outlining how
the class intends to meet these Goals/ELOs for GEL Natural Science-Physical Science
— be added into the course syllabus, per a requirement of General Education
courses.  The GEL Goals and ELOs can be found here on the ASC Curriculum and
Assessment Services website: https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-
goals-and-elos

CONTINGENCY:  In the syllabus, please include as part of the course schedule titles,
author names, and/or links to downloads for readings; homework assignments; as
well as any important benchmarks. 

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends the unit clarify how prerequisites will work
for students looking to take this course under the GEL; at present, a Natural Science GEN
course is listed as a prerequisite for enrollment.

RECOMMENDATION:  The reviewing faculty kindly note that the syllabus contains
references to the GEC, which is an old curriculum model; they suggest amending any
mentions of this outdated model to instead read New General Education or abbreviated
as GEN as appropriate.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends also providing course-specific learning
outcomes in the syllabus, so it is clear to students how this particular class will provide a
different experience from other courses within the same GEN theme category.

RECOMMENDATION:  Are there any in-class materials or requirements students need to
be aware of for the in-class essays?  Any special technology they should have on hand? 
The Panel suggests including this information in the syllabus if applicable.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends including a grading scale in the syllabus
for student reference.

RECOMMENDATION:  The Panel recommends that the syllabus feature the most current
Student Life Disability Services (SLDS) statement, available here: 
https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements

 
I will return Astronomy 2140, 2141, 2142, & 2143 to the department queue in order to
address the Panel’s requests.

https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements
https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-gen-goals-and-elos
https://asccas.osu.edu/new-general-education-gen-goals-and-elos
https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-goals-and-elos
https://asccas.osu.edu/legacy-general-education-gel-goals-and-elos
https://asccas.osu.edu/curriculum/syllabus-elements


 
Should you have any questions about the feedback of the Panel, please feel free to contact
Jen Ottesen (faculty Chair of the NMS Panel; cc’d on this e-mail) or me.
 
Best,
Emily
 
 

Emily K. Cody, Ph.D.
Curriculum and Assessment Assistant
ASC Curriculum and Assessment Services The College of Arts and Sciences
306 Dulles Hall, 230 Annie and John Glenn Ave., Columbus, OH 43210
614-247-9106 Office
cody.50@osu.edu / asccas.osu.edu
Pronouns: she/her/hers / Honorific: Dr.
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